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We recognise that creative subjects provide a unique opportunity for pupils to explore emotions, build self-esteem,
and develop social connections. Our trauma-informed and flexible approach ensures that all pupils feel safe and
supported in expressing themselves artistically and musically.

Through high expectations, structured teaching, and personalised encouragement, we empower pupils at
Melksham House School to develop their artistic and musical talents, achieve success, and foster a lifelong

appreciation for the arts.

An ambitious and At Melksham House School, we believe that creative and aesthetic
rigorous subjects play a vital role in fostering self-expression, emotional well-
curriculum being, and confidence. Our ambitious and inclusive curriculum ensures

that all pupils, regardless of their Social, Emotional, and Mental Health
(SEMH) needs or experiences of Emotionally Based School Avoidance
(EBSA), have access to high-quality Art and Music education that
nurtures creativity, develops technical skills, and broadens cultural
appreciation.

We recognise that many pupils may have had disrupted access to
creative learning in the past. Through robust assessment and tailored
intervention, we identify gaps in knowledge and skills, providing
structured support to ensure meaningful engagement and progression
in these subjects.



Assessment and our curriculum is delivered through the Curriculum Maestro scheme of
Personalised work, which provides an engaging and structured approach to Art and

Learning Music. Through this curriculum, pupils:

e Explore a variety of artistic media, techniques, and styles,

developing their creative voice.

e Learn about significant artists, musicians, and cultural movements
to build an appreciation of artistic heritage.

e Develop composition, performance, and listening skills in Music,
using instruments and digital technology.

e Use creative activities as a means of self-expression, emotional
regulation, and communication.

Lessons are designed to be accessible and engaging, allowing pupils to
build confidence in their creative abilities while developing a deeper
understanding of artistic and musical principles. Pupils are assessed
through the Earwig Assessment Framework, and against the relevant
pathway outcomes for our pupils who chose to develop this subject
further into a qualification.



Pathways to We provide a clear progression of qualifications to ensure all pupils

Success: leave with recognised achievements that support their future

aspirations. Pupils work towards:

Arts Mark Award - a nationally recognised qualification
celebrating creative achievement.

AQA Unit Awards - enabling pupils to gain recognition for specific
skills and projects in Art and Music.

GCSE Art & Design / GCSE Music - for those who wish to develop
their skills to a higher academic standard and explore potential
creative career pathways.

Access in Art and Music at Melksham House School is not solely

measured by qualifications but also by personal growth, creative

confidence, and enjoyment. We define success as:

Developing technical proficiency in a range of artistic and
musical disciplines.

Demonstrating creativity and originality in practical work and
performance.

Engaging with and appreciating different artistic and musical
styles, cultures, and histories.

Using Art and Music as a tool for self-expression, communication,
and emotional well-being.

Gaining confidence in presenting and sharing creative work, both
individually and collaboratively.



